Period of Trial and Hope
defense pact with the United States with a view to deterring Nas-
ser from indulging in a rash policy toward her. The United States,
however, considered the possibility of an irrational air attack from
Cairo to be too slight to warrant a policy shift in the shape of a
defense pact with Israel that would undercut American interests
in the Arab world.
American policy in the Middle East during the Kennedy Ad-
ministration was, as a matter of fact, marked by its ifcpro-Nas-
serism". Nasser represented a force which Kennedy sought to
win. He regarded Nasser's regime as a stable one and the UAR
leader himself as a non-communist who was not inclined to tie
himself hands and feet to the Soviet Union. For instance, while
accepting Soviet aid, Nasser refused to accept even implied poli-
tical commitment to the Soviet Union. He supported the Soviet
diplomatic position when it happened to coincide with his own
interests, as on the Congo issue. But at the conference of the
neutral nations held in Belgrade in September 1961, he spoke
out strongly against the Soviet resumption of nuclear testing; his
delegation was openly in league with the Chinese against the
Russians at the Afro-Asian conference ia Moshi, Tanganyika, in
February 1962; and he repeatedly persecuted local communist
elements despite protests from Moscow. Nasser made it clear that
although his views on certain international questions happened to
coincide with those of the Soviet Union, his affiliation was with
the neutral and not the Soviet camp. Nasser had, moreover, adopt-
ed a surprisingly moderate attitude when the United States had its
showdown with the Soviet Union over the Cuban missile bases in
October 1962, even though Nasser had been a big booster of the
Cuban Premier Fidel Castro in the past.4* All these factors con-
vinced Kennedy of the desirability of fostering friendly relations
with Nasser. This, as I have pointed out earlier, was sought to be
achieved partly through the grant of assistance to the UAR, main-
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